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Part 1

Stormwater Management

§26-101. Purpose and Short Title.
The purpose of this Part is to control stormwater throughout the Township, except

as modified by any watershed regulations set forth in this Chapter, including the Deer
Creek Watershed Ordinance [Chapter 26, Part 2] in a manner consistent with good
engineering practice and applicable Federal, State, County and Township laws,
statutes, ordinances, resolutions and regulations. This Part shall be known and cited
as the “Frazer Township Stormwater Management Ordinance.”
(Ord. 70, 5/4/1989, §1; as amended by Ord. 153, 10/7/2008, §1)

§26-102. Definitions.
Unless otherwise stated, the following words, terms and phrases shall have the

meanings indicated in this Section. [Ord. 153]
Accelerated erosion - the removal of the surface of the land through the

combined action of man’s activities and natural processes at a rate greater than
would occur because of the natural processes alone.

Board of Supervisors - the Board of Supervisors of the Township. [Ord. 153]
Conservation District - the Allegheny County Conservation District, which

serves Allegheny County, or its successor. [Ord. 153]
Deer Creek Watershed - the watershed area identified in Appendix 26-2-F of the

Deer Creek Watershed Ordinance [Chapter 26, Part 2]. [Ord. 153]
Deer Creek Watershed Ordinance - Chapter 26, Part 2 of the Frazer Township

Code of Ordinances, Deer Creek Watershed, as amended. [Ord. 153]
Developer - as defined by the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance

[Chapter 22]. [Ord. 153]
Earth disturbance - a construction or other human activity which disturbs the

surface of the land, including, but not limited to, clearing and grubbing, grading,
excavations, embankments, land development, agricultural plowing or tilling,
timber harvesting activities, road maintenance activities, mineral extraction, and
the moving, depositing, stockpiling, or storing of soil, rock or earth materials. [Ord.
153]

Impervious Surface - a surface which prevents the penetration of water into the
ground.

Land Development - as defined by the Subdivision and Land Development
Ordinance [Chapter 22]. [Ord. 153]

Sediment - solid material, both mineral and organic, that is in suspension, is
being transported, or has been moved from its site of origin by water.

Stormwater or runoff - the flow of water overland and/or in water bodies that
results from and occurs during and immediately following a rainfall event. [Ord.
153]
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Stormwater management plan - the approved detailed analysis, design and
drawings of the stormwater management system required under this Part. [Ord.
153]

Subdivision - as defined by the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance
[Chapter 22]. [Ord. 153]

Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance - Chapter 22 of the Frazer
Township Code of Ordinances, Subdivision and Land Development, as amended.
[Ord. 153]

Swale - a low lying stretch of land which gathers or carries surface water
runoff.

Township - Frazer Township, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. [Ord. 153]
Township Engineer - as defined by the Subdivision and Land Development

Ordinance [Chapter 22]. [Ord. 153]
Zoning Officer - that individual authorized by the Board of Supervisors to be

the administrator of the day-to-day application of the provisions contained in this
Part. [Ord. 153]

Zoning Ordinance - Chapter 27 of the Frazer Township Code of Ordinances,
Zoning, as amended. [Ord. 153]

(Ord. 70, 5/4/1989, §2; as amended by Ord. 153, 10/7/2008, §1)

§26-103. Applicability.
1. General. The following activities are regulated under the provisions of this

Chapter: [Ord. 153]
A. Land development. [Ord. 153]
B. Subdivision.

Stormwater activities in the Deer Creek Watershed are regulated under the Deer
Creek Watershed Ordinance [Chapter 26, Part 2]. [Ord. 153]

2. Compliance with Laws. The developer and the use and development of all
property shall comply with all applicable Federal, State. County and Township laws,
statutes, ordinances, resolutions and regulations, including, but not limited to, the
Zoning Ordinance [Chapter 27], the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance
[Chapter 22] and this Part. [Ord. 153]

3. Permits and Approvals. The developer shall apply for and obtain any and all
necessary Federal, State, County and Township permits and approvals for the use and
development of property in the Township. The developer and use and development of
any such property shall comply with all such Federal, State, County and Township
permits and approvals. [Ord. 153]
(Ord. 70, 5/4/1989, §3; as amended by Ord. 153, 10/7/2008, §1)

§26-104. Stormwater Management Requirements.
The following requirements apply to all activities regulated by this Part: [Ord. 153]

A. Stormwater Runoff. The quantity, velocity and direction of stormwater
runoff must be managed in a manner which protects health and property from
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possible injury. Stormwater drainage facilities shall be installed to insure that
rates of runoff after development shall not be greater than the runoff which would
occur on the site in its natural state. Any plan submitted under this Part must
consider all runoff flowing over the property covered by the plan. [Ord. 153]

B. Erosion and Sedimentation. Measures to prevent accelerated erosion and
resulting sedimentation must at a minimum meet the standards of the Conserva-
tion District. The provisions of the most recent edition of the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection’s “Stormwater Best Management
Practices (BMP) Manual” should be used where applicable during earth distur-
bance activities and after such earth disturbance activities are completed. [Ord.
153]

C. Toxic Materials. No discharge of toxic materials into any stormwater
management system shall be permitted.

(Ord. 70, 5/4/1989, §4; as amended by Ord. 153, 10/7/2008, §1)

§26-105. Plan Requirements.
1. Prior to the commencement of any activity regulated by this Part, the owner,

subdivider, developer, his agent, or other responsible party must have a stormwater
management plan reviewed by the Township Engineer and approved by the Board of
Supervisors. Stormwater management plans submitted as part of a subdivision and/or
land development plan application under the Township Subdivision and Land
Development Ordinance [Chapter 22] shall be reviewed and approved by the Board of
Supervisors as part of the subdivision and/or land development plan application. [Ord.
153]

2. The following activities are specifically exempt from the stormwater
management plan requirements of this Part: [Ord. 153]

A. Subdivision or land development which results in earth disturbance of 3
acres or less, or new impervious surfaces of 7,500 square feet or less. For parcels
under single ownership, no more than three subdivisions or land developments will
be permitted before requiring stormwater management plans in all subsequent
cases. [Ord. 153]

B. Agriculture when operating in accordance with a conservation plan
approved by the Conservation District. [Ord. 153]

C. Forest management operations which are following the Department of
Environmental Protection management practices contained in its publication “Soil
Erosion and Sedimentation Control Guidelines for Forestry” and are operating
under an erosion and sedimentation control plan. [Ord. 137]
3. The plan must include the following:

A. All existing and proposed structures, land disturbances and impervious
surfaces.

B. All temporary and permanent, stormwater management controls.
C. All erosion and sedimentation controls.

4. The 2-, 10- and 100-year design storm frequencies shall be used for analyzing
stormwater runoff in pre- and post-development conditions, as well as for designing
runoff control facilities. The Soil Conservation Service 24-hour total rainfall for these
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storm frequencies are:
A. 2-year storm – 2.14 inches of rainfall
B. 10-year storm – 3.23 inches of rainfall
C. 100-year storm – 5.72 inches of rainfall.

5. The release rate percentage for property in the Township shall be 100 percent.
The developer’s engineer shall compute the pre- and post-development hydrographs for
each stormwater outfall draining the site, using the soil cover complex method in the
Soil Conservation Service’s Technical Manual No. 55, for the 2-, 10- and 100-year design
storms. If the post development rate exceeds the pre-development value, then on-site
stormwater detention will be required. [Ord. 153]

6. Detention facilities shall be designed to:
A. Be equipped with multi-stage outlet structures to handle the 2-, 10- and

100-year storm frequencies, and to pass larger storms without damage to the
structure.

B. Minimize the effects of erosion on inflow and outflow structures.
C. Ease control and removal of debris from all parts of the facility.
D. Keep side slopes of water storage areas not steeper than 1 foot vertical rise

to each 3 feet horizontal. Steeper slopes may be allowed only if accompanied by a
geotechnical report in a form and manner acceptable to the Township Engineer
that demonstrates proposed stable slopes steeper than 1 foot vertical to 3 feet
horizontal.

E. Protect the storage area by surrounding it with a chainlink fence not less
than 4 feet high, or other appropriate security measure acceptable by the Township
Engineer.
7.  The stormwater management plan shall establish responsibility for the

continuing maintenance of all proposed stormwater control facilities in accordance with
the requirements of §26-207 of the Deer Creek Watershed Ordinance [Chapter 26, Part
2] (relating to responsibility for ownership, operation and maintenance of post-
construction stormwater control facilities). [Ord. 153]

8. Completed stormwater management plans, accompanied by the requisite fees,
are to be submitted to the Planning Commission for approval. The Commission shall
notify the applicant within 45 days of its decision. A disapproval of an applicant’s plan
shall contain the reasons for the disapproval. [Ord. 153]

9. Immediately upon receipt of a stormwater management plan, the Township
Secretary shall submit one copy to the Planning Commission and one copy to the
Township Engineer for review. The Engineer shall submit a written review of the plan
to the Planning Commission prior to the time set for hearing.

10. Provisions governing stormwater management which are adopted as part of the
Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance [Chapter 22] and Zoning Ordinance
[Chapter 27] shall remain in force unless inconsistent with the language of this
Chapter. [Ord. 153]
(Ord. 70, 5/4/1989, §5; as amended by Ord. 137, 7/5/2005; and by Ord. 153, 10/7/2008,
§1)
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§26-106. Inspection.
1. During construction, the Township Engineer shall inspect the work in progress

at least 48 hours before completion of each of the following tasks.
A. Preliminary site preparation.
B. Rough grading.
C. Placing of structures.
D. Activation of the facility.
E. Final site restoration work.

2. No work shall begin on one task until the previous one has been completed to
the Township Engineer’s satisfaction. The costs of inspection incurred by the Engineer
shall be borne by the developer. The Engineer shall inform the developer in advance of
his rate and the estimated total cost of the work.
(Ord. 70, 5/4/1989, §6)

§26-107. Fees.
The Board of Supervisors may by resolution adopt a schedule of fees to be paid by

the applicant.
(Ord. 70, 5/4/1989, §7)

§26-108. Financial Guarantees.
Improvement bonds or guarantees shall be required in accordance with the

provisions of the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance [Chapter 22], except
as otherwise required under §26-105.7 of this Part and §26-207 of the Deer Creek
Watershed Ordinance [Chapter 26, Part 2].
(Ord. 70, 5/4/1989, §8; as amended by Ord. 153, 10/7/2008, §1)

§26-109. Waiver Procedure.
1. General. The provisions of this Part are intended as minimum standards for

the protection of the public health, safety and welfare. The Board of Supervisors may
grant a waiver from literal compliance with mandatory provisions of the Part if the
applicant can demonstrate either (A) that compliance would cause undue hardship as
it applies to a particular party or (B) that an alternative proposal will allow for equal
or better results.

2. Purpose and Conditions. The approval of the waiver shall not have the effect
of making null and void the intent and purpose of this Part. In the approval of a waiver,
the Board of Supervisors may impose such conditions as will, in its judgment, secure
substantially the objectives of the purposes, standards and requirements of the Part,
and the applicable purposes standards, and objectives of the Subdivision and Land
Development Ordinance [Chapter 22].

3. Application Procedures. All requests for waivers shall be processed in
accordance with the following:

A. A request for a waiver shall be submitted to the Zoning Officer on such
form or forms prescribed from time to time by the Township. The request shall be
made in writing and identify (1) the specific section of the Part or decision which
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is requested for waiver; (2) the proposed alternative to the requirement, when
applicable, and (iii) justifications for an approval of the waiver.

B. The Township shall (1) schedule the request for consideration at a public
meeting of the Board of Supervisors and (2) provide adequate notice to the
applicant of the meeting at which consideration of the request is scheduled.

C. The Board of Supervisors shall, following the consideration of the request,
take such public action as it shall deem advisable and transmit a written decision
to the applicant.

(Ord. 70, 5/4/1989; as added by Ord. 153, 10/7/2008, §1)

§26-110. Enforcement and Penalties.
1. The Zoning Officer and any authorized representatives of the Township shall

have the right to enter private property at reasonable times to inspect and/or investiga-
te any condition associated with this Part. [Ord. 153]

2. Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part,
upon conviction thereof in an action brought before a district justice in the manner
provided for the enforcement of summary offenses under the Pennsylvania Rules of
Criminal Procedure, shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than $300 nor more
than $1,000 plus costs, including reasonable attorneys fees incurred by the Township,
and, in default of payment of said fine and costs, to a term of imprisonment not to
exceed 90 days. Each day that a violation of this Part continues or each Section of this
Part which shall be found to have been violated shall constitute a separate offense.
[Ord. 137]

3. In addition, the Township may institute injunctive, mandamus or any other
appropriate action or proceeding at law or in equity for the enforcement of this Part.
Any court of competent jurisdiction shall have the right to issue restraining orders,
temporary or permanent injunctions, mandamus, or other appropriate forms of remedy
or relief.

4. Any person aggrieved by any decision of the Township relative to the provisions
of this Part may appeal the decision to the Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas
within 30 days of the Township’s decision. [Ord. 153]
(Ord. 70, 5/4/1989, §9; as amended by Ord. 137, 7/5/2005; and by Ord. 153, 10/7/2008,
§1)
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